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The Praclice of Religious. and Moral 


Duties, the beſt way to make a 
Nation Happy: © 


Preach'd in 


he Pariſh Church of 
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Being the FAST-DAY appointed by Proclama- 
tion, tobe Obſerved in a moſt Solemn and De- 
vout manner, for the Imploring a Bleſſing from 

Almighty God, upon the Conſultations of this 
| Preſent Parliament, and for the Preſervation of 


„ „ 4 PI" 


4 


. yal, Sociee x. 


1 


* 
C + 
. 5 
= . bd 


* 0 N DON Printed for Richard Wilkin, at the 


iday the Fourth of 


the Proteſtant Religion, and the Pwublick Peace. : 
By JOHN HARRIS, M. A. and Fellow of 


Kjng's-Head in St. Paul's Church-Yard, 1701. 
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Othing but the Requ zeſt of an Auditory, 
to ate I bave hoes fo much obliges; 
+ Y.. would have prevailed upon me to publiſh 
this DIGvſe.. It is a very plain one; od as it 
never was deſign d to appear abroad, cal you com- 

manded it forth, ſo it hath now no manner 

Advantages to recommend it to the World, unleſs 

That will accept, as you have done, of the e 

> of the Deſign inſtead of elaborate Performance. 

On a Review, 1 find many things I could wiſh 

nel, but cannot correct them without altering 
B the 
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he Dedi 
not Phar 1 preach do 1 on, 1 4 36 oufo 
approv dof, but a new Thin Dis therefore J 

think in Sincerity 1 ought WW, and in Prudence I 
will not do; ff Thad rather rely on your Lerning 
Judgments, than on my on. I bumbly offer it to 
you therefore juſt as it mas delivered ; not doubting 
yon will receive it now with: the fame Candaur, 
2 bows” From 30 10 Sei Doi 
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Hen gy fi necked, and ungtates | 
ful People, a little before the Beſtru 
ion of their Government, and their 

vity in a foreign Land; and they were des 
ſign'd to awaken them to a> ſenſe of theirs great 
Sins and Miſcarriages, and to direct them into the 
ht way of their Duty, before it was too lates 
The Words previous to my Text, acquaint us 
what were the Circumitances of the Jens ar this 
time. They had rebellet againſt; and by repea- 
ted Offences almoſt właried out the Patience and 
Forbearance of a merciful God; who had by Mira- 

cles of I. nd neſs delivered and reſcued 

them from innumerable Dangers and Difficulties; 

yet nothing wou d long prevail upon theſe Peo- 

ple, nor engage them to repent of their epidemical 

Es B22. 4 
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and Wiekedneſs, there was: al great ſhevwr: 


2 4 4 SerfonPreahd | 
Wickedneſs: And therefore he complains that 


they were nowoppreſſed, and laden with Iniquity,that 


they were become Corrapters, and had in effect ut- 
 _ terfy forfaken the Lord: Nay, fo far were they 
advanced towards Ruine, that he ſeems to think 


5 | : pe Ones. RY od not mow awa- 
ken them. Why (faith he B be ſtricten am 


moxe ? For they were now under great Miſeries; 
and yet utterly unſenſible that their Sins were the 


 Cauſeof them: They had had Their Cities burnt 


with: is; their Wealth mas becomeia Prey r S- 


gers aud Foreigners; and who were grown ſo bold, 


as even openly to devour them (ver. ).) 
And yet along with all this diſmal cour 


* 
I 
* 
. i 


are almoſt like thoſe, wicked: Jews in every thing, 
hut that we don't frequent the Religious Aﬀem- 


glected vi obſerve; may i have its dtie ect upon 
«5; Au,, before: iti be to late, w my walls 


us, and make us clean, pat - away the Buil of al 


OWL doing IS. Cagſe to ity weil; earn tn d well, and at 
oe fuk Fu 
120 $331 15 28114 755 2 i 11 06 90 ktr 


uh dicourling on which + Words, 10 ſhall cada 
vour theſe tu things. ' D ; 
INES EAN WIEN 5 | 
I. T octhew you, | That Natural Regi- 8 il 
Ee all AfHrueed and Revealed Religion; and 
that the Fradtice acid «Exerciſe of the Duties of it, 
are of indiſpenſible neceſſity to our Peace, Happi- 
neſs, and Comfort 1 in Frum World, and too our Re- 
ward in re 155 dt ee 


471 8 40990 3 „ 1 1 


ROE ſhall iofi & 3 bot « gh „ on 
the Method our Prophet here recommends, to a- 
vert National. Judgments and Miſeries , and to 
make a People happy and proſperous; which i is 
by waſhing and ſeleanſing our ſelves from the 
Guilt of our Sins, and inuring our ſelves to the 


= 0-1 ſol Vertue' and _ Works of r 


25 


5 e RO: oy” 5 | 
ke ate che former of cheſs, 7 7 ha mocking! Re- 
Gi ligion 


blies lo ven b as the op ter intimates they did. Z 
F hope alſo the, Parallel wil be defective in dne 
Point more; which is, that e ſhall not be 27 


ded, deſtroyed, And ea tived, as theſe impious 155 
Jews avere: But that/this Advice, which 2% ne- 


nt, ard relieveithe Oppreſſed:” T9003 
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ſpenſible 
neceſſity to our Peace, Comfort, K Happiness 
in this World, and to our Reward in 


of Natural Reaſon. - 


li gien and. Morals - is the Baſis of all Revealelt 
Fe.” laftitured Religion; and that the Prafticeand 


5 2 bub! 5 


Exerciſe of tlie Duties of it, are 9 indi 


the neut. 
Nothing can he plainer, if we cxamirle the thing; 


ither by the Teftimony ofScriprure,ortheDidtatcs 


For C1.) we find even in the ld Teac 
under the. Jewiſh Diſpenſation, which:.confiſted. 
more of politive Ordinances, Rites, 


nies, than any other Form of Religioas Whatſo- 


ever: We find, I ſay, even here, that abedience 
= Moral Precepts was ſaid to be better than Sacrifice. 
ES Micah is expreſs, that the giſeat things 
3 equired of Mankind 46, perfbim, were 
Moral Dake: And he tells us, that God hath 
plainly ſhewed to Man what is truly good}; which 
is, tu de juſtice, to love mercy, and to 2 Hauinbly with 


our God, Ch. 6. 6. In compariſon af which Gbiedi - ; 
ence, he faith God will not accept of the moſt 


magnificent Saerifices, or the moſt. profiilei ObLa- 
tions; no, nor Wit'y our parting; with the deareſt 


things we have: (as the abominable/Cuſtora, was 


then of ſacriſicing or devating xheir Childteu) o Te 
15 of the Boay Will not be 


Six of our Souls. Nay, farther, we; Badens many 
Inſtances in the Old Teſtament in Which thereiian 
apparent flight put upon thoſe Legal Rites and Sa- 
crifices, (Which yet God himſelf in the moſt won- 


| ms Fi ſolemn maaner had * wheh ow 


— 5 im exchange for ; 


| GAPS, RS Nas. 
e Davids Ty us, 15 ee not 
ae 125 77 99 80 Tal. 51. 15, 64 but. 
in 3-ſincere R Jan intire Obe ence 
pd t 1 75 „ in the 

ho ord; Prarpoſe 

2 5 nat in She 


i958 : 
en t Pk: | 

to 99 all 8 1 — gy erefore. reaſonably. 
be ſuppoſed to deſpiſe and reject what himſelf 1 5 


n any other ſenſe, than this: That he 

plain. diſtin e Duties Which are 

maj neceſſar1; and thoſe. which are fo only. by 

Dot 955 Aſtitution. The latter of which are: 

gh SD in 2 own Natures, and are 
_—_— becauſe they ar caving, 51 

ag [3 285 «inn to help Men: to. 

—— Bao mer are to be kept 

— — . d et «02 Ibligation, and they can 

never ceaſe 25 neceſſary. Theſe God hath, by 


* no where: 
makes; 
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, a 1 2 2 3 * 1 * 
r n — "> If 2 Ge) 
4 — Coy. Meas — — — — - b 
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& 2% 4 Sina bali 
makes any ſuch Declaration, as tliat e e 
tioned A ainſt Them: Ile never faith: he Sari 
Juſtice, Truth, Righteouſneſs, and Mere 
dorh he ever poſt-pone theſe.'to Sacrifices; or ew 
Moons, or folemn appointed Faſts or Feaſts, Noi 
theſe Natural and Moral Duties, our Bleſſed Lord 
himſelf calls nepumge' N ris, The meightier Matt ders of > 
the Law of God, and faith, they er neye! r to be 
left undone. © © NL LAS 
And theſe Duties are they, which Jeſuscalls FA 
Law and the Pr 15 Mat. 5. 14. to 20. For that he 
doth not there ſpeak of the rival AndiCerem 
nial Law, is plate; becauſe the Law he there men- 
tions, is what the Phariſees did not perform, who 
yet were the moſt zealous Obſervers of the Ritual 
, 59124 GI 919741 5c 
This Law he tells us allo Wis fever" 10 ceaſe 1 
. Whereas the Levitical Law of Ordigjances Was 
what he came to deſtroy; and to eſtabliſn a better 
in its room; and therefore concludes with ſaying, 
That except our Rigtteouſneſs ſhall exceed chart 
of the Scril Sand Phariſees, Je fa innot enter ix 
the Kingdom of Heavet wr Aha% in en pete 
alſo, Our Bleſſed Lord Calls doing 70 e e 


would be ahne ante, . 0 Law ad 2 Py he * 

7:1 - 4 * 11 1 ww 91 by 5 "\ f tz 3 "4+ w 40 a As. 12 ii 
{- n k F , > $3 A o 1 e P ; 1 * | 
And in compariſen of theſe" Rrent Pr „ Uf 


Morality znd attrrat Refigiont Iiwyearetelal that 

God gave to the Jews," for A tins, Statutes kit 
were not gobd: That isi not of che fame inꝑri 5 
and bbc fd nes, 9 Righteowſnef, 


Sincerit 7. 


YE 


= ex * 
\ , "VE r by r 
N r FN A * bs 7 
8 * n + My, ie ER RE INS a REST. 8 "x 
5 7 „ F I IE 5 5 „ As... 2 3 
D —— 6 9 4 3 PER #8 © * . : "2+? 3 * RA PETS — . 
F r 
„ r 
Is. wa Pp< >a > Sod wh fe = 2 . 7 
. x eral Fo, 3 * 0 a 
* „ br f dd: Ld 12 
K* * = x „„ 
2 15 LON 


# 7 => *% 433. E ow 
* N a 
; 2 92 WET. W 6 
g oe N 
r * * 


- * * * - 
A 
* — 
3 


on the Faſt-day, April 4. 1701. . 5 
Sincerity and Charity are; but only: Good, as Sha - 
dos of better things to come; Good at that time, 

and in their circumſfances, to keep them from Ido- 
latty, and ina ſtate of more immediate dependan 
And thus we ſee plainly, that the Seriptures do 
exhihite Natural Religion, and 3 to 
us, a8 the moſt gr eat, Wei hty, a d moſt 4mpor- 
tant matters; in cotpariſon of which; all other 
Duties, though of Divine and Poſirive Inſtitution, 
are of leſs: Moment and Obligation, and muſt al- 
ways give place and pretieminence to them 
Anka ir anidl be ſo il yer appear Farther, 
if we conſider, That God's revealed Will is by no 
means contrary to that, which is made known to 
us by the Dictates of Reaſon and Natural Light; 
nor was any revealed Religion ever deſigned to 
vacate or take away our Obligation to Natural 
and Moral Duties, but to ſupport; and ſtrengthen 
them, and to help us the more vigorouſly and per- 
fectly to pay obedience to them. St. Paul tells us, 
that e Grace ef Gon, i. e. the Golpel-diſpenſation) 
which -brinpeth Sadat ion, did appear unto; all Mens: 


ö - 


that it ght reach eum to deny ungbdlineſs and. worldly = 
laſts, and to enable them to live yighteouſly, ſoberly; aud 
godly in this prefent World: And if we examine into 
the matter: gareſully, we ſhall find both in; the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian Law, that all the Poſitive In- 
ttitutiods of -eachof them; had a reſpect to cheſe 
great things, the Duties of Morality and Natural | 
Religion. Sacrifices Wer mai not as good 
8 | 6 | ; "nt 
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* 7 
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. 2 Bees Weste 
in themſelves; for the Blood of Bulls ind Goa: a 
wot take' away Sin: And no one can imagine, that 
taking away the Life of an innocent Creature, can 
in it fe atone for the guilt of a nocent one: But 
yet, ſince without ſhedding o Blood there is au remiſſion 
of Sins they might be inſtituted to ſhew us, that 
there muſtbe a latisfaQtion made for Sin, of which 
thoſe Sacrifices were typical: And foretiey alſo, 
that 8 will not Pardon and remit Sin upon flight 
o Circumciſion was enaQted, that by that mark 
and badge they might be ſe rated from the World, 
and L ed 2 God's peculiar People; and 8 
perhaps allo to expreſs to them emblematically, 
that there ought to de a Bridle and Bounds ſet 
to the exorbitancies of Luſt and ſenſual Inclina- ; 
tions. 1 

Their Waſhings 455 Purifications alſo ee ap- 
pointed them, to put them in mind of the neceſſity 
of in ward Purity. And (not to be tedious in theſe 
things) it appears, chat the great deſign of the ma- 
| 1708 inances that God appointed the Jews to ob- 
ſerve, was, that they might be kept buſie, and 
continually employed in his Service; and that dy . 
the Pomp and Solemnity of their own way of Wor- 
ſhip, they might be reſtrained from hankering af - 


rer the Pageantry of Kolatry and Heatheniſh Su- 
perſtition. 5 


When the Glorious: Light of the Goſpel ap- 
| peared, and theſe many Rites and Ceremonies 
were aboliſhed, a new 7 Porm of Religious 1 

lp 


on the Fade April 4: 4.1701. 9 | 
ſhip was: taught to Mankind; but yet the Zub | 
ſtance: 2 Religion continued the ſame as before; f 
= being unalterable in theſe Great and Fun- | 
aha Points: And in the / Chriſtian Diſpea- T 
ag there 1s very little of Poſitive Inſtithtion 71 
and whatever is ſo, is inſtrumental to our encreaſe 
and improvetent in the Duties of Moral: © 
Tis a Duty diſcoverable by the Light o N ature, 
that the Deity is to be worthipped, obeyed, we. 
fubmitted to: Now all that our revealed R 
ſuper-adds to chis, is to acquaint us that God 
hath communicated his Will to us, that he will 
be worſhipped in ſuch a Way: (Which is in Spirit 
2 Trwb- ) And, no doubt, When we are f 
of the Truth of the Revelation, i are obliged 85 
ſubmit to the Terms of it. All the other gar of 
_ revealed Religion alſo, are delign'd as H and. 
Aſfiſtances to us, in our Progrels in che Grearand | 
Tits] Duties I am; recommending to you. 5 
Heaven is graciouſſy offered as a Reward 5 be- "nn 
dience to God's Laws of this Nature, and to en- 
courage and enable us to ſtand bravely to our In- 
5 eri! Honeſty, and Probity, though we have 


frequently . very gen Teupen to the con- 


trary. 5 

Chit died for our Sins, and. by his Precious 
Blood graciouſly expiated our Guilt; that when. 
by the unhappy trailty of corrupted Nature, wefall 
into Sin, we may may not deſpair of Pardog and 
Remiſſion upon our ſincere Repentance-and Re- 
formation. And, in one word, al the Foſitive 

10 2 —=— 
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To. ++ Q Sen Probes > vil 3 
or Iuſtrumental Duties of Religlon;.are de 8. : 
as the beſt Helps and Furtherances in our: 


mance of ſuch Moral Duties, as may. make u ae 5 
zobd Subjects, and good Chriſtians; a and at 


Men, ö 
laſt” 7 us to Heaven. ii et $190] tions 


Let 18 therefore by n means deceive our ſel ves 
hab a Forin of Religion, when we have not the: 
Hack of ir ſhining orth in the Jaſtice and Inte- 
of agar ARtionsj/ 1 in our: Fidelity to, {and ſin- 
ere Love of o Nation and Country; ahd im our 
peaceable' and eharitable behaviour. 0 Fi Ma 

Righteoufntſs is Righieu t. 

There needs no better Argument to Sete us 
6f the abſolute neceſſity, "and bi h 1 importance of. 
Moral Duties; than the 4 Fewer po vs and ſhifts chat 
il Men in all Parts and Ages of the World hu ve had 
recourſe to, in order to evade the Force ofitheir Ob- 
Ülgation, and to commute with God Almighty for 
ſome other more eafie Duty. Thus tlie Jer here, 
and eſpecially the Phariſees; who Were a covetous, 
griping, malicieus, -revengeful, and oppreffive 
ſort of Men: They advanced Notions, That true 
Religion conſiſted chiefly in a ſtrict Obſervance of 
the Nicetis of their Law, and in an exact Obe 
dience to the Traditions of their Fathers and El- 
ders; thar ſo they might the more plauſibly cam- 
mit fuchs immoral, 'cruel, and: baſe Acts, 'as'they 
Wete inclined to: - The Groſticks, and: many other 
Heretieks in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity went 
much after the ſame way. They had no mind to 
leave their Sins, to expoſe themſelves to Perſe- 

19 alution, 


hows Churclf's Cauſe will atone for Breach. of Faith, 


Profs of this: World; and therefore they decry'd 


| Works as beneath an adult Chriſtians Fra- : 
Qice, andias ſuch hings as | 


for a great Froflcient in Aol $1 who' oupht't to 


be takem inaſt upow-ith the. ſteries of it, to lead 
his Life in pious Contemplation, and ſpend Ts 


time 1m:Seraphick Diſcourſess and if he did but 
this; and had a great deal dſ. Spiritual Know led 85 
then it was not much ineceſſary, whether hi A 

ons Were! good, or his Cburerfädion Righteous: 
Honeſt,” and Vertuous, | or nd: And we have had a 
Set of Men amongſt our ſelves, that have run much 


into ſuch kind of perverſei Notions. 


We know a Gburch Which e to a; Aer 
Names. anch hach a Great Extent in the World, 
that is very Exact and Nice in the Externals of Re- 


ligion; their Way of Worſhip is very Solemn and 


Pompous3-their votions ſeemingly Zealous, and 
_ Rapturoua; and many Auſterities and Seve- 
es, Pilgrimages, Faſtings, Vows, and Penan- 
as They often inflict upon themſelves; and in this, 
and a blind implicite Faith, they place almoſt the 
whole of Religion: Now. all this is an eaſie mar- 
ter to perform, in 
Righteouſneſs and + ſabſlnial Virtue ; and there 
fore they. will omit ſuch troubleſome and difficult 
Tasks, and hope God will aceept of broad Phyla- 
Qeries,. inſtead of Obedience to his Commands, 
of obſerving Juſtice and Truth; and that Zeal for 
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violation of the moſt Solenm Lengurt, Alliances, 
and Covenants e But let ſuch Perſons think what 
they pleaſe, God is certainly a God of Truth, and 

quires ſincerity in the firſt and chief Place, and | 
will never accept of Pretences-andShewswhenthe! 
Heart is falſe, and when nd real Goodneis and 
Righteouſneſs appears in Men's Lives. 

If therefore we: would expect his Bleſſing * 

and En. 
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ed. 11 
. to which Pty 


on the Faſt dey, April 4. 1701. 1 
real I ae 4 and 5 e N % 


we mul 


and laſt Place, briefly go over chem, connecting 


ſome practical Inferences with each 0 them, inte- 


Was to our preſent Circumſtances 
I. And, firſt, the Prophet here commands the 


Jew ent waſh and make themſelves clean. In ally ſion, 


ubt, to the Walhings and Pur 
1 were with great care, nicety, an exack- 
neſs, previouſly uſed by that People, before they 
undertook the performance of any Religious Duty. 
And if every Would examine into his own 


Ret ano dveracouraicly hap aſt Actions, he 
ould ſoon find reaſon enou .to apply. the 48 4 


rection to himſelf. God, who is of purer Eyes 
than to behold Iniquity, will not dwell in an un- 
clean Heart, nor long confer Publick Bleſſings and 
Proſperity on a polluted and or Land; which 
is a melancholy Conſideration, when a pplied to 
our own Circumſtances; and when we N 


what vaſt Loads of. Fiith, of all Kinds, are to be 
l vn in Heaps amongſt oy "APA 
and Term, Scepticiſm and Infidelit 


FE and Profaneneſs, open Contem of < G0 and all 
eligion; and proſtituting of all hings to PIN | 
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and till they an 
55 and carr jed off, I fear we have lit S1 tio- 


lick Good: But IJ hope our G. 


5 to enrich” Tok ſelves; and 9 75 a 


Publick Gd 10 8 8 Ton wi Frage, 
feery of Licht. These re Helen Noten 


that n ant to be cleanſed Wy Clea 8 
"their offenſive Contents be re- 


Ll hopes of God's S Mercy and Favour, riſk 
erity A Succeſs 1d out own Attemy 


ſo often preſ ſerved 1 us 13 1 Dangers, will alſo 
enable us to get rid of great es 
Evils -and. ſi Le tho Endeavour + that in 
er Fe have been already made fbr our ede. 
Law. 1 hope we ſhall alſo, as our Profhet i next 
direct put away” from us the evil of our doings: 't 
1s, purg e our Actions and 8 m l 
Haben of Wickednefs, Freachery, and 
with which they have been and 150 too offen rai 
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wel ; and that oy ſhall ceaſe, for the time to Aide | 


1 on in tlie continuance of ſuch abominably 
Evi Courſes. od inn © (See 103 Hl 
ieder to o Which, head hertz that we leu 
oi well. © ay great Change is fade w; bitch diff. 

culty, eſpecially the right way, when cis agil 


the Hill of Self: intereſt: and he e ſtony Currents of 
1 5 28 Affections and Defir ts of Evil 


and Wickedneſs will hardly be Gſt oye ald loft, 
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but by the ſame degrees and ſtep ps, by which they- 4 


were gain'd; and therefore Reformation and A- 
mendment i is a Science, à piece of Learning that 
: we 


or 


em ts er Pub. ; 
God, bk hath 


by and Fehr | way, even . lg our 
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| Judgment alſo ſometimes ſignifies che Spirit | of ; 
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Evil. Thus David prays, that God Sould'give his 
e en to the Ning, Pſal. 72. 1. And, doubt. 
leſs, in this ſenſe tis mightily condueing to the . 
latereſt and Advantage of our Governm 

ſeek Jud ment; for Righteouſneſs and Juſtice de 
moſt effect 
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vantage of a Nation; and where they are totally 
neglected, all things in a little time muſt run into 
confuſion and ruine. When fuſtice by Publick 
Miniſters is impartially diſtributed and executed, 
beſides thpt it procures, as may be expected from 
the Promife of the Almighty, a peculiar Bleſſing 
on their Adminiſtration, it breeds in all Men a 
veneration for the thing it ſelf: They will account 
Right and Property a moſt Sacred thing; and will 
no more dare to deprive another of his, than they 
will tamely ſuffer a loſs of their on: But if once 


our Courts of Juſtice,” and the Adminiſtration of 
Public Affairs, ſheuld become, as L hope the 
never will, ſenſibly and apparently cerrupted, 
rhe People would be tempted to think, there is no 


fuch*thing as Right or Wrong in it ſelf, or at leaſt 
that the Great Ones do not believe it; but that e- 
very Man hatha Right to Whatever he can gain and 
defend by Power, Freacheryand Force: and then the 
utmoſt confuſion will ſoon enſue. 'W herefore all 
Magiſtrates and Publick Miniſters ought to take 
great care, how they give oteaſion for rhe Subject 
to think them tainted with /b56:;ftrcal Principles; 
and the Government oughttotake yet greatercare, 
that no ſuch Perſons be employed: For in a little 
ume after we are fallen into ſuch hands, our Vul- 
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nels, .. Falſeneſs and Treachery; and too many 3 
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a andobr. Natrdammade happy, by Being madegood, 
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bp | _ Joon formidable abroad. In order to eee 
"IE ef Which great Point, n can be better tian 
id ur Prophet, ta engage 
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| "Reformation; and Amendment of Life; in; 
SY WS _ into and purſuit after ſubſtantial. Virtue and 


7 Religion, and in livin up to the Eternal Rulesck a 
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